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Emmanuel United Methodist Church 

26 West Washington Street, Fleetwood, PA 19522 

Sunday Worship 10 AM; Sunday School 9:15 AM 

Web Site: WWW.FleetwoodUMC.org 

April 2016 at Emmanuel 

April 1st Starts Mission Month at Emmanuel 

 

Sunday April 10 – Confirmation Sunday with cake and punch to follow 

 

Sunday May 8 – Meet and Greet with our Covenant Missionary Dr. Mark 

Zimmerman and his family. He will show slides and give message during 

10 a.m. worship.  May 8th is also Mother’s Day! 

 

************************* 

     Obeying The Gospel 

By Pastor Mark A. Dricker D.Min 

     The word "gospel" literally means good news or good tidings.  What does 
the Bible say that the gospel is?  1 Corinthians 15:1-4 says, "Moreover, 
brethren, I declare unto you the gospel….by which also you are saved, if you 
hold fast that word I preached to you, unless you believed in vain.  For I 
delivered to you first of all that which I also received; that Christ died for our 
sins according to the scriptures, and that He was buried, and that 
He rose again the third day according to the scriptures."  Here we see the 
good news of the gospel is that Christ died, and was buried, and 
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was raised again on the third day.  Also notice, they were saved by the 
gospel. 

     In 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9 we read that, "When the Lord Jesus is revealed 
from heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on those 
who do not know God, and on those who do not obey not the gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ."  Here we see that vengeance will be taken on those 
who obey not the gospel of Christ. 

     How do we obey the death, burial and resurrection of our Lord so that 
vengeance will not be taken on us?  Romans 6:3-5 says, "Or do you not know, 
that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into 
His death?  Therefore, we were buried with Him through baptism into death: 
that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even 
so we also should walk in newness of life.  For if we have been planted 
together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness 
of His resurrection."  So we see in obeying the gospel we are baptized into 
His death, we are buried with Him through baptism, and then just as Christ 
was raised up from the dead, we also are raised to walk in newness of 
life after baptism.  Only after baptism are we born again and our new life in 
Christ begins.  Only in baptism does our old sinful person die and our new 
person rises free from sin. 

God Bless, 

Pastor Mark 
 

************************* 

CHURCH YARD SALE Saturday JUNE 4th 

START COLLECTING YOUR ITEMS NOW AS YOU FINISH 

YOUR SPRING CLEANING! 

Things may be brought to the church anytime, & stored in the basement- 2nd room on the left! 

 

************************* 
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God has a positive answer 

YOU SAY                                  GOD SAYS                               BIBLE VERSES 

You say: “It’s impossible”                             God says: All things are possible                (Luke 18:27) 

You say: “I’m too tired”                                God says: I will give you rest                       (Matthew 11:28-30) 

You say: “Nobody really loves me”           God says: I love you                                      (John 3:16 & John 

3:34) 

You say: “I can’t go on”                                God says: My grace is sufficient                 (II Corinthians 12:9) 

You say: “I can’t figure things out”            God says: I will direct your steps                (Proverbs 3:5-6) 

You say: “I can’t do it”                                  God says: You can do all things                  (Philippians 4:13) 

You say: “I’m not able”                                 God says: I am able                                       (II Corinthians 9:8) 

You say: “It’s not worth it”                          God says: It will be worth it                        (Romans 8:28) 

You say: “I can’t forgive myself”                God says: I Forgive You                                (I John 1:9) 

You say: “I can’t manage”                            God says: I will supply all your needs        (Philippians 4:19) 

You say: “I’m afraid”                                     God says: I have not given you a spirit 

                                                                                          of fear                                                (II Timothy 1:7) 

You say: “I’m always worried and 

                 Frustrated”                                     God says: Cast all your cares on ME          (I Peter 5:7) 

You say: “I’m not smart enough”               God says: I give you wisdom                       (I Corinthians 1:30) 

You say: “I feel alone”                                  God says: I will never leave you or 

                                                                                          forsake you                                       (Hebrews 13:5) 

************************* 

 

Don’t Widen the Plate 
In Nashville, Tennessee, during the first week of January, 1996, more than 

4,000 baseball coaches descended upon the Opryland Hotel for the 52nd 

annual ABCA convention. 

While I waited in line to register with the hotel staff, I heard other more veteran 

coaches rumbling about the lineup of speakers scheduled to present during 
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the weekend. One name, in particular, kept resurfacing, always with the same 

sentiment — “John Scolinos is here? Oh man, worth every penny of my 

airfare.” 

Who the is John Scolinos, I wondered. No matter, I was just happy to be 

there. 

In 1996, Coach Scolinos was 78 years old and five years retired from a 

college coaching career that began in 1948. 

He shuffled to the stage to an impressive standing ovation, wearing dark 

polyester pants, a light blue shirt, and a string around his neck from which 

home plate hung — a full-sized, stark-white home plate. 

Seriously, I wondered, who is this guy? 

After speaking for twenty-five minutes, not once mentioning the prop hanging 

around his neck, Coach Scolinos appeared to notice the snickering among 

some of the coaches. Even those who knew Coach Scolinos had to wonder 

exactly where he was going with this, or if he had simply forgotten about home 

plate since he’d gotten on stage. 

Then, finally … 

“You’re probably all wondering why I’m wearing home plate around my neck. 

Or maybe you think I escaped from Camarillo State Hospital,” he said, his 

voice growing irascible. I laughed along with the others, acknowledging the 

possibility. “No,” he continued, “I may be old, but I’m not crazy. The reason I 

stand before you today is to share with you baseball people what I’ve learned 

in my life, what I’ve learned about home plate in my 78 years.” 

Several hands went up when Scolinos asked how many Little League 

coaches were in the room. “Do you know how wide home plate is in Little 

League?” After a pause, someone offered, “Seventeen inches,” more question 

than answer. 

“That’s right,” he said. “How about in Babe Ruth? Any Babe Ruth coaches in 

the house?” 

Another long pause. 

“Seventeen inches?“ came a guess from another reluctant coach. 
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“That’s right,” said Scolinos. “Now, how many high school coaches do we 

have in the room?” Hundreds of hands shot up, as the pattern began to 

appear. “How wide is home plate in high school baseball?” 

“Seventeen inches,” they said, sounding more confident. 

“You’re right!” Scolinos barked. “And you college coaches, how wide is home 

plate in college?” 

“Seventeen inches!” we said, in unison. 

“Any Minor League coaches here? How wide is home plate in pro ball?” 

“Seventeen inches!” 

“RIGHT! And in the Major Leagues, how wide home plate is in the Major 

Leagues?” 

“Seventeen inches!” 

“SEV-EN-TEEN INCHES!” he confirmed, his voice bellowing off the walls. 

“And what do they do with a Big League pitcher who can’t throw the ball over 

seventeen inches?” Pause. “They send him to Pocatello!” he hollered, drawing 

raucous laughter. 

“What they don’t do is this: they don’t say, ‘Ah, that’s okay, Jimmy. You can’t 

hit a seventeen-inch target? We’ll make it eighteen inches, or nineteen inches. 

We’ll make it twenty inches so you have a better chance of hitting it. If you 

can’t hit that, let us know so we can make it wider still, say twenty-five 

inches.'” 

Pause. 

“Coaches …” 

Pause. 

” … what do we do when our best player shows up late to practice? When our 

team rules forbid facial hair and a guy shows up unshaven? What if he gets 

caught drinking? Do we hold him accountable? Or do we change the rules to 

fit him, do we widen home plate? 

The chuckles gradually faded as four thousand coaches grew quiet, the fog 

lifting as the old coach’s message began to unfold. He turned the plate toward 

himself and, using a Sharpie, began to draw something. When he turned it 

toward the crowd, point up, a house was revealed, complete with a freshly 
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drawn door and two windows. “This is the problem in our homes today. With 

our marriages, with the way we parent our kids. With our discipline. We don’t 

teach accountability to our kids, and there is no consequence for failing to 

meet standards. We widen the plate!” 

Pause. Then, to the point at the top of the house he added a small American 

flag. 

“This is the problem in our schools today. The quality of our education is going 

downhill fast and teachers have been stripped of the tools they need to be 

successful, and to educate and discipline our young people. We are allowing 

others to widen home plate! Where is that getting us?” 

Silence. He replaced the flag with a Cross. 

“And this is the problem in the Church, where powerful people in positions of 

authority have taken advantage of young children, only to have such an 

atrocity swept under the rug for years. Our church leaders are widening home 

plate!” 

I was amazed. At a baseball convention where I expected to learn something 

about curveballs and bunting and how to run better practices, I had learned 

something far more valuable.  From an old man with home plate strung 

around his neck, I had learned something about life, about myself, about my 

own weaknesses and about my responsibilities as a leader. I had to hold 

myself and others accountable to that which I knew to be right, lest our 

families, our faith, and our society continue down an undesirable path. 

“If I am lucky,” Coach Scolinos concluded, “you will remember one thing from 

this old coach today. It is this: if we fail to hold ourselves to a higher standard, 

a standard of what we know to be right; if we fail to hold our spouses and our 

children to the same standards, if we are unwilling or unable to provide a 

consequence when they do not meet the standard; and if our schools and 

churches and our government fail to hold themselves accountable to those 

they serve, there is but one thing to look forward to …” 

With that, he held home plate in front of his chest, turned it around, and 

revealed its dark black backside. 

“… dark days ahead.” 

Coach Scolinos died in 2009 at the age of 91, but not before touching the lives 

of hundreds of players and coaches, including mine. Meeting him at my first 

ABCA convention kept me returning year after year, looking for similar wisdom 
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and inspiration from other coaches. He is the best clinic speaker the ABCA 

has ever known because he was so much more than a baseball coach. 

His message was clear: “Coaches, keep your players — no matter how good 

they are — your own children, and most of all, keep yourself at seventeen 

inches. 

 

************************* 

THOUGHTS for APRIL 

My goal for 2016 is to lose just 10 pounds.  Only 15 to go. 

Ate salad for dinner!  Mostly croutons & tomatoes.  Really just one big, round 

crouton covered with tomato sauce.  And cheese.   FINE, it was a pizza.  I ate a pizza. 

How to prepare Tofu: 1.  Throw it in the trash.  2.  Grill some Meat. 

 I just did a week's worth of cardio after walking into a spider web. 

 I don't mean to brag but......I finished my 14-day diet in 3 hours and 20 minutes. 

A recent study has found that women who carry a little extra weight live longer than 

men who mention it. 

 Kids today don't know how easy they have it.  When I was young, I had to walk 9 

feet through shag carpet to change the TV channel. 

 Senility has been a smooth transition for me. 

 Remember back when we were kids and every time it was below zero out they 

closed school? Me neither. 

 I may not be that funny or athletic or good looking or smart or talented....I forgot 

where I was going with this. 

 I love being over 75 I learn something new every day.......and forget several others. 

 A thief broke into my house last night......He started searching for money so I woke 

up and searched with him. 

 I think I'll just put an "Out of Order" sticker on my forehead and call it a day. 
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 PS:  Sunday, March 13, 2016 was the start of Daylight Savings Time.  Did you forget 

to set your bathroom scale back 10 pounds on Saturday night? 

 

SMILES for APRIL 

An Atheist 

A young woman teacher with obvious liberal tendencies explains to her class of 

small children that she is an atheist. She asks her class if they are atheists too. Not 

really knowing what atheism is but wanting to be like their teacher, their hands 

explode into the air like fleshy fireworks. 

There is, however, one exception. A beautiful girl named Lucy has not gone along 

with the crowd. The teacher asks her why she has decided to be different. 

"Because I'm not an atheist." 

Then, asks the teacher, "What are you?" 

"I'm a Christian." 

The teacher is a little perturbed now, her face slightly red. She asks Lucy why she is 

a Christian. 

"Well, I was brought up knowing and loving Jesus. My mom is a Christian, and my 

dad is a Christian, so I am a Christian." 

The teacher is now angry. "That's no reason," she says loudly. 

"What if your mom was a moron, and your dad was a moron. What would you be 

then?" 

She paused, and smiled. "Then," says Lucy, "I'd be an atheist." 

Little Boy Logic 

An exasperated mother, whose son was always getting into mischief, finally asked 

him, “How do you expect to get into Heaven?” The boy thought it over and said, 
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“Well, I’ll run in and out and in and out and keep slamming the door until St. Peter 

says, “For Heaven’s sake, Dylan, come in or stay out!’” 

Polygamy 

A child at a Christian school was studying the early days of Mormonism in his class. 

He wrote on his paper, "The early Mormons believed in having more than one wife. 

This is called polygamy. But we believe in having only one wife. This is called 

monotony." 

***************** 

Church directory: 

Print versions of the updated church directory are available at the church.  This 

is contact information for active members and friends, not a full membership 

list.  If anyone would like the directory to be emailed to them, please contact 

Julie Knabb at julieknabb@gmail.com   

  

 ************************* 

Address and Contact Updates 

If you have a change in contact information and wish to get the information out to church 

members you can send it to Dick Tracy (email dtracy@ptd.net) or call and tell him (610) 207-

2016, and he will publish it in the church newsletter. 

 ************************* 

Reminder - Newsletter Deadline– If you have articles for May’s Newsletter be 

sure to email them to Dick Tracy at dtracy@ptd.net  or call him at 610-207-2016 

not later than Friday April 22nd.   I am always looking for articles to share so 

please feel free to email me with anything you feel appropriate to share! 

************************* 
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